Worcester Neighborhood Arts and Creativity Grant
Program Guidelines
Program Overview
The Worcester Neighborhood Arts and Creativity Grant supports small-scale, resident and artist led projects that activate neighborhoods through arts, culture, and creative expression. This program is designed to fund ideas that respond to a clearly identified community need and use creativity as a tool to strengthen connection, belonging, and neighborhood identity.
Unlike festivals or large public events, funded projects should be intimate, place-based, and deeply rooted in local context. Projects may be temporary, experimental, or pilot initiatives that test new ways of engaging neighbors through the arts.
This program prioritizes projects that are accessible, community driven, and led by those who live, work, or create in Worcester neighborhoods.
Grant Amount
Awards of up to $5,000 per project. Applicants should request only what is necessary to successfully carry out the proposed activity.
Grant Rounds and Key Dates
Round One
Application opens February 23, 2026
Application deadline April 6, 2026
Award notifications April 20, 2026
Round Two
Application opens May 24, 2026
Application deadline July 5, 2026
Award notifications July 27, 2026
All funded projects must be fully completed by November 30, 2026.
Who Can Apply
Eligible applicants include:
· Worcester residents
· Individual artists and culture bearers
· Informal neighborhood groups or collectives
· Grassroots organizations
· Creative practitioners working in partnership with a neighborhood
· Youth applicants
Youth are strongly encouraged to apply. Applicants under the age of 18 must have an adult (18+) serve as a cosigner on the application. The adult co signer will support grant administration and communication, while youth applicants are expected to play a meaningful leadership role in the design, implementation, and reflection of the project.
Nonprofit status is not required.
Applicants must live in, work in, or demonstrate a strong connection to the Worcester neighborhood where the project will take place.
Eligible Projects
Projects must center arts, culture, and creativity as the primary method of engagement and respond to a clear community identified need.
Eligible projects may include, but are not limited to:
· Small scale community art installations or murals (must obtain City approval even if on privately owned property)
· Artist led workshops rooted in neighborhood history or culture
· Storytelling, oral history, or cultural documentation projects
· Creative placemaking or public art pilot projects
· Intergenerational arts activities
· Cultural traditions or practices shared in intimate community settings
· Temporary performances, exhibits, or creative interventions
Projects must:
· Be free and open to the public
· Take place in Worcester neighborhoods
· Demonstrate meaningful community engagement
· Be achievable within the grant period
Large festivals, parades, or multi-day events primarily focused on entertainment are NOT eligible.
Ineligible Expenses
Grant funds may not be used for:
· Ongoing organizational operating expenses
· Capital construction or permanent infrastructure
· Political or religious activities
· Individual scholarships or tuition
· Projects that primarily benefit a single business
· Expenses incurred prior to grant approval
Selection Criteria
Applications will be reviewed based on:
· Clear connection between arts and culture and a neighborhood identified need
· Depth and authenticity of community engagement
· Artistic or cultural integrity of the project
· Feasibility and clarity of the proposal
· Equity, access, and inclusion considerations
· Potential for meaningful neighborhood impact
Prior grant writing experience is not required.
Application Requirements
Applicants will be asked to provide:
· A brief project description
· The neighborhood or neighborhoods involved
· A description of the community need being addressed
· A simple project budget
· A proposed timeline
· A description of how community members will be engaged
Applications are intentionally short and use plain language.
Grant Support and Reporting
Awardees will receive:
· A simple grant agreement
· Optional technical assistance and check ins during the project period
· A brief final reflection including photos and a short narrative
Reporting requirements are designed to be minimal and accessible.
Equity Commitment
The Worcester Neighborhood Arts and Creativity Grant is committed to supporting artists, culture bearers, and residents from historically under resourced neighborhoods and communities. Lived experience, cultural knowledge, youth leadership, and community trust are valued as essential forms of expertise.

